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Second Oral History Interview 

with 

JOHN NOLAN 

July 24, 1970 
Washington, D.C. 

By Roberta Greene 

For the Robert F. Kennedy Oral History Program 

Of the Kennedy Library 

GREENE: I think last time when we left off you were about 
to talk about the March 12 meeting you had with 
Robert Kennedy, which would have been the day 

after you carne back from California, the first trip. You said that 
you met with him privately, I think. You got that from your diary, 
I think. 

NOLAN: 

GREENE: 

Oh, that's right, yes. I had a clear recollection 
of it when we were talking about it before. 

Would he have asked you about what you found out in 
California? 

NOLAN: Oh yes, he did. I remember taking a phone call from 
him in the kitchen of our house sometime in the 
afternoon. I think it was raining that day. As I 

recall, I had gotten home from here, from the office, late in the 
afternoon or something, and just as I carne in the door, the phone 
was ringing. He was calling from the (United States) Senate and, 
yes, he was interested in California, what it was like, what the 
situation was, what people out there thought. 

He, Bob Kennedy, wa s never very interested in subsidiary questions. 



I mean, he would typically ask a question like, "Can I win in 
California?" or something like that. He'd go right to the .. 
When you're first dealing with him--this always used to surprise 
me; later I became accustomed to it, and it was a technique of 
his that he used; it was a habit--he never asked very many 
detailed questions, or not at the outset of a conversation at any 
rate. He would say typically, "Can I win?" or, "How is Goldwater 
[Barry M. Goldwater) going to do in California?" or, "Are we 
going to win or not?" Just the ultimate question would usually 
start the conversations about subjects he was interested in. 

GREENE: Would he then ask you to justify it, whatever it 
was you said? 

NOLAN: Some conversation began and ended with one 
question. He was probably better at getting 
information from people than most other people I 

know. He was usually very sparing about expressing his own 
opinions. He was a good questioner and, I always felt, able to 
get more information and take more advantage of information, the 
knowledge of people who were working for him or working with him, 
or people he would just meet some place, just by asking a simple, 
direct question. 

GREENE: Did you ever get the feeling, at least with people 
he didn't know well, that it was a defensive 
mechanism, to ask questions as a way of not having 

to speak his own mind? 

NOLAN: No, I don't think so. He never had that problem. 
If he didn't want to speak his own mind, he just 
didn't say anything. I mean, he'd just sit and 

look at you or something. Or he would say--as he did one day in 
the campaign of 1964 to a girl who was a reporter for the New 
York Post. I don't remember her name, but I would recognize it. 
We started out down at the lower tip of Manhattan at the ferry, I 
think, and somehow, I think through Ed Guthman [Edwin 0. 
Guthman], she. . Bob had to go back uptown, back to the 
apartment at the Carlyle [Carlyle Hotel], I guess. Her name was 
Judy Michaelson. 

GREENE: Yes, I recognize that. 

NOLAN: She was picked to ride in the car. I guess there 
was a driver and Bob Kennedy in the front seat, 
and Ed Guthman and Judy Michaelson and I were in 

the back seat. It's about a half-hour ride uptown. He is very 
hot news--this is August 1964--and just starting the New York 
campaign. Everybody in the state wants to interview him. She 
has a captive interviewee for a period of a half hour, great 
reportorial opportunity. 



She is a very nice girl and a good reporter, but somehow, they 
just couldn't get the interview going. She was asking a lot of 
questions that were sort of personal questions: "What do you 
think about this?" "How do you feel about that?" "What was your 
reaction when you saw this?" 

So we get up to maybe, Fourteenth Street or something like that 
and he turned around--this was after she had asked, maybe thirty
five questions along that order--and he looked at her and said, 
"I just don't do very well with questions like that." Then he 
turned back to look at the road as rode along, and there was this 
interminable silence--it must have been two minutes where nobody 
said anything. It was just .... 

She eventually, you know, got back on the track, but he would 
never talk for the sake of talking or as a defense mechanism. He 
would never say anything other than something that he intended to 
say. 

GREENE: Actually, I meant more the questioning. Was this 
a method of sort of turning the tables away from 
himself, by asking? 

NOLAN: I think usually not. I mean, the alternative was 
he'd just say nothing. I mean, he would look 
back .... If someone asked him questions that were 

impertinent or intrusive or something, questions that he really 
didn't want to answer, he would just look right at them, or he 
would look away, or he would just walk away. He was capable of 
doing incredible things like that. There were a lot of thing s 
that the normal person would do to sort of save, in a social 
sense, a situation like that but that he apparently never thought 
of. It just wasn't part of his makeup. 

GREENE: And it never changed? 

NOLAN : It never changed. And to watch him with someone 
who was really boring in on him like that was just 
funny, because he had a great deal of self

control, and really more self-control and more independence and 
more self-determination than anyone else I've ever known. He was 
more capable of determining what he did and what he said, and 
less susceptible to influence by other people and much less 
susceptible to influence of a spur of the moment type. I mean, 
he could be very unguarded and very shy and very warm and all 
that, but always in situations where he felt that way, where it 
was an expression of himself. If he ever felt tough or hard, or 
if he ever wanted to guard against any kind of questioning or 
turn anything off or disregard anybody, he was able to do it more 
directly and with more sureness and precision than anyone else 
I've every seen. In a press conference, typically, where he 
would get repeated questions that he didn't want to answer, I 



mean he would just do anything; he would just keep repeating the 
same bland nonanswer, you know, with a blank face. 

GREENE: 

NOLAN: 

GREENE: 

results are 

NOLAN: 

GREENE: 

That's what he did in '68 after he announced and 
they kept coming back at him with those 
repetitious questions. 

Yes . He was perfectly capable of doing that. He 
had great control in that sense. Well, that's a 
digression, of course. 

That's fine. Back to the twelfth. Did you get a 
clear picture at the end of this conversation-
this is now the day of the primary but before the 

in--that he was going to run? 

It is the day of the primary? 

Yes, the twelfth was the New Hampshire primary. 

NOLAN: Sunday was the tenth, Monday was the eleventh, 
Tuesday was the twelfth. Yes, I came back from 
Los Angeles, leaving there at 4:00 p.m. on Monday 

and arriving at Dulles [Dulles International Airport] at 11:28 at . 
night, the eleventh. So I got in about midnight Monday night, 
came to the office on Tuesday morning, and I would think that I 
would have seen him then, but I don't recall that I did. I know 
I talked to him in the afternoon. 

GREENE: 

NOLAN: 

GREENE: 

The next day that would have been? 

I think it was that same day. Did I say before 
that I had seen him? 

Yes, I think you quoted it [the notebook] as 
saying "a meeting with Bob." [Long pause) Didn't 
you find it? 

NOLAN: Yes, well, I found the notation. I don't think I 
met with him that day, or if I did, it was in the 
afternoon. I think that I went to an appointment 

at a school with my son at four o'clock in the afternoon, and 
probably after that, because it was. . . . I remember talking to 
him on the telephone in the kitchen of our house late in the 
afternoon. I also remember being in his office with him a number 
of times around this period, either the preceding week or during 
that week. 

GREENE: 

NOLAN: 

Well, the timing isn't that important if you can 
remember the substance. 

Well, the substance of it was, "What's the 



situation in California, and what do we have to do 
if I'm going to run, if I'm going to run rhere? 

You know, what's the situation? What does Jesse (Jesse M. Unruh) 
think? What do you think?" Those kinds of questions. 

And then, at some time that day, I talked with either Bob or 
steve [Stephen E. Smith], Bob, I think, about the meeting which 
was the next day in Steve's apartment, Wednesday. 

GREENE: The thirteenth, right . 

NOLAN: 

afternoon or 

The thirteenth, yes. 
New York about noon, 
Steve's apartment at 

something. 

Well, that day I went up to 
I guess, and went over to 
maybe four o'clock in the 

GREENE: How far in advance did you know about that 
meeting? 

NOLAN: The day before. 

GREENE: What was the purpose supposed to be, as you 
understood it? 

NOLAN: I have a recollection of somebody telling me about 
the meeting in the context of, "We're going to 
meet and we'd like to hear about California," or 

"You come and you can tell us about California," or something 
like that. 

GREENE: But was this supposed to be a meeting to decide 
whether he should run, or was it already assumed 
that he was going to and this was a time to plan? 

NOLAN: Both. It was never billed anyway. It was just, 
"Can you come over to Steve's at six o'clock?" or 
four o'clock, or whatever it was. Four o'clock 

for some reason sticks in my mind. When I got there, I think 
Barrett Prettyman [E. Barrett Prettyman, Jr.) and Pierre Salinger 
[Pierre G. Salinger) were there. We talked for a while, and 
then other people came in, and then ultimately, I suppose there 
were twenty-five or thirty people there. Somebody, Warren Rogers 
(Warren J. Rogers, Jr.] or somebody, did an article for Look 
magazine which, at the time I read it, I thought was pretty 
accurate. I think it was accurate as to all the people who were 
there. That meeting was sort of, it was really a discussion 
group kind of thing with the discussion being led by Ted Kennedy 
[Edward M. Kennedy) in the general direction of, "What do you 
think Bob should do, and what's our current position in light of 
New Hampshire?" and so on. 

You know, as I' v e said before, I really think that for all 



practical purposes--not so far that it couldn't be turned back, 
but so far that it really had been resolved--Bob Kennedy had made 
up his mind quite a while before this, ten days, two weeks 
before, something like that. And from that period on, from, say 
March l, not necessarily because it's right but because it's a 
convenient total date, everything that he did was consistent with 
running. Nothing that he did, and really not much that he said, 
was inconsistent with running. So there was a questioning and a 
continuing analysis going on but that was really trying to block 
out the remaining five percent or so. 

GREENE: Was there anybody at this meeting that stands out 
in your mind who was still opposed or still felt 
that the timing would be bad to announce this 

early, so soon after the primary? 

NOLAN: Yes. Ted Sorenson [Theodore c. Sorensen) who 
arrived late, was opposed to the candidacy for the 
same reasons he had always expressed, reasons 

which, I think, were largely shared by many people six months 
earlier, or eight months earlier but which, at that point, were 
shared by I don't think anybody. There were some people who 
either didn't speak at the meeting or were non-committal, so you 
don't know if they did. 

GREENE: Was there much discussion of timing, of whether he 
should announce this soon after the . 

NOLAN: Yes. Yes. And tactics, in the sense of how it's 
done and what kind of a statement. And that was 
where, as I recall, Arthur Schlesinger [Arthur M. 

Schlesinger, Jr.] talked and Bill vanden Heuvel [William J. 
vanden Heuvel) talked about the McCarthy [Eugene J. McCarthy) 
thing: how you do it with doing the least violence to the 
McCarthy supporters and the concept of McCarthy, how you do it in 
a way so that you don't alienate any more of the people who are 
supporting McCarthy than necessary. 

GREENE: How did Edward Kennedy react to that? 
seem concerned about . 

Did he 

NOLAN: No. he was generally noncommittal. He asked a 
number of questions, and he drew out answers and 
so on, and he would comment in a way that would 

serve to highlight or develop another side of a statement. But 
I'm quite sure he didn't really express anything. I don't think 
that he was particularly impressed with some of the subtleties of 
how you do it, vis-a-vis McCarthy. Maybe I'm just reading my 
own reaction onto his, but I. . That position or those 
arguments seemed at that time to me to be sort of superfluous. 

But the whole meeting . . . While we were sitting there talking 



~3 

about this, the news of the Cronkite (Walter Cronkite] interview 
was coming over the radio, you know, that Cronkite was coming on 
television that night, and he had a five-minute direct interview 
with Robert F. Kennedy and all that, and, then the quotes from 
it. So that, I guess, came over the radio after half an hour or 
forty-five minutes of discussion, and after that everybody pretty 
much figured, "Well, what the hell? Why sit around and belabor 
these things? 

GREENE: 

NOLAN: 

GREENE: 

NOLAN: 

So did you begin planning at that stage? 

No, not right away. 

Well, at some point didn't the meeting break up on 
a regional basis? 

Yes, but that was later. Well, what happened 
then was we watched the television. I don't know 
what time that was 7:00 to 7:30 or 6:30 to 7:00 or 

something, on a set in Steve's den. There were phone calls and 
so on. It was a busy . . . There were people taking on 
telephones, calls going in and calls coming out. Basically, most 
people were watching television, Cronkite interview--great 
laughs, guffaws, and everything. You know, it was really funny. 
Big color figure of Senator Robert F. Kennedy sitting there 
telling Walter Cronkite and about a hundred million people .. 
I really forget the sense of the interview now, but it was 
unmistakably a candidate speaking. It was impossible to read it 
any other way. 

So then we had dinner, and sometime during dinner Bob and Ethel 
(Ethel Skakel Kennedy] arrived, maybe eight-thirty or something. 
Good fun, much merriment, a lot of laughs, a lot of kidding. 
After the dinner some other pe~~~ dropped by: Lem Billings [K. 
Lemoyne Billings]; I think thatfr~acqueline B. Kennedy], I'm 
quite sure that Jackie carne by sometime in the evening; and other 
people who lived in New York who were friends of the Smith's, 
fri~nds of Bob's. 

Well, after dinner, the meeting broke up into various groups. 

GREENE: 

NOLAN: 

GREENE: 

NOLAN: 

Had there been any general discussion of 
California before that, that you remember? 

No. Do you mean did I report on California in the 
group or something? No. 

Did you go into it when it did break up? Was 
there a section on California that you. . 

Yes, I think so, but I don't remember very much 
about it. I really should have made some notes or 



something. To the extent that there was, I was 
involved in it. I had just come back from California so it was 
logical for me to go back there, but I don't remember any 
detailed plan. I remember a lot of general considerations. 

Bob, at the time, was making a lot of telephone calls through the 
evening. He wasn't saying, "I'm going to run. Will you come 
with me?" He was calling pols: Daley [Richard J. Daley], 
governors, and so on. He was saying, "I am very seriously 
thinking about becoming a candidate. What do you think of it? " 
And he wasn't getting very much in the way of responses. Ken 
O'Donnell [Kenneth P. O'Donnell] said to him, and to me also, 
"You just can't do it that way," you know. Anybody you give that 
message to is going to react the same way. They're all going to 
say, "Well, there's pros and cons and, you know, when you make up 
your mind, let me know." And until yoh make up your mind, nobody 
else is going to make up his mind. He was already there, but he 
was still clinging to the last flickering possibility that 
he. . . . You know, on important questions, he was a very 
deliberate person. And this, of course, was as important as most 
other questions. 

Well, I remember participating in some of those conversations 
with Ken, with Bob, and I think I remember talking to somebody 
about California, but I don't think it was in any detail. 

GREENE: 

NOLAN: 

GREENE: 

NOLAN: 

GREENE: 

NOLAN: 

GREENE: 

What was the senator's reaction to O'Donnell's 
advice? Did he say that he didn't feel ready to 
go that far, or .... 

Wefl~ I think he agreed with it, but. . 

But? 

Yes. 

Did you get involved at all in a discussion of 
scheduling of the initial trips? 

No. 

Is there anything else on that meeting? 

NOLAN: No, I don't think so. I think people started 
drifting out at ten or eleven o'clock. Bob and 
Ethel left, maybe, about that time. Some of the 

rest of us stayed longer. I think I left about one or two 
o'clock, or something like that with Fred Dutton [Frederick G. 
Dutton], Pierre, and Ken O'Donnell. We got a taxi and went 
downtown. I got off at the . . . . Pierre [Pierre Hotel] I 
think it was. Somebody had gotten me a reservation at a hotel, 
and I just went to bed and carne on back to Washington in the 



morning. I think that was all. 

GREENE: On the fifteenth, Robert Kennedy supposedly called 
you , among other people, to tell you that he had 
definitely decided to run. That would now be 

Friday before the Saturday that he announced. Do you remember 
that? 

NOLAN: 

GREENE: 

Well, I'm quite sure that he didn't call me to 
tell me that he had definitely decided to run. 

I thought that was strange, too. I forget which 
book I got that out of, but there must have been 
more to it than that. 

NOLAN: I talked to him, I suppose, several times a day 
during these days. I talked to him on that Friday 
with regard to going out to California. Again, I 

don't remember whether I talked to him or to Steve first, but I 
talked to both of them about going to California. Both of them 
talked to me about going to California. I think Steve called 
first and said, "Can you go back out there to get it started?" 
And I said, "I can .... " The California thing was obviously 
very big. This is March. The primary in California is June 5 or 
something like that. Then the state is not without significance 
in the general election. You take a big step into California. 
You're probably going to be there for the next nine month~~~ I 
just really couldn't have done that consistent with my personal 
and professional commitments. And I could see exactly what it 
was. 

On the other hand, I had been out there most recently and so it 
made some sense for me to start. So I said to Steve that I would 
go out and work at getting it started for a while, for a few 
days, if I could be covered. You know, if I could be sure that 
someone was going to come out and take over from me. And he 
said, "That's fine. If you could do that, that's fine." 

Bob called and, as I recall, said something about, "I hear you're 
going out to California." And I said, that I was. He talked 
about, I remember, the kids, about his concern for the kids 
because all the kids were with McCarthy. This always was 
a. . . . I think that every college student in the United States 
represented ten votes in Bob Kennedy's personal scale of what was 
important in a political campaign. First and foremost was his 
interest in the votes of young people. It was particularly 
galling to him now that he was becoming a candidate and that they 
were all gone, and that they were all in a pocket· where they 
were . . . . Many of them unquestionably were going to be opposed 
to him in the primary campaigns, particularly in California. He 
talked about that. 



Along the way some place this fellow named Donald Dell (Donald L. 
Dell] who's a lawyer and tennis player called me and wanted to 
help, and so on. I told him that I was going out on Sunday 
morning and that if he wanted to come, he could just get a 
reservations on the same flight and I'd love to have him. So he 
did. I remember talking about that with Bob. 

GREENE: Was Dell someone that they were already familiar 
with? I'm not sure where he comes in. 

NOLAN: To some extent. Dell was, I guess, a friend of 
mine initially. He's a lawyer here in town. He 
was a Davis Cup tennis player. For the last two 

years he's been captain of the Davis Cup (United States Davis Cup 
Tennis Team) team. He won us the Davis Cup for the first time 
since 1953. 

GREENE: I didn't realize it was the same Don Dell. 

NOLAN: Yes. Before we went to Africa in 1966 Donald 
called me and he said, "I understand you're going 
to Africa," and I said, "Yes." He said, "You know 

I've been over there. I spent six months there in ·south Africa. 
I've been there a dozen times, played tennis there and I went 
there for the State Department and I know all these people. A. 
B. Segal (the South African tennis player) is a friend of mine." 
So he worked with us on the South African trip and then later 
that fall, the fall of 1 66, he worked as an advance man on some 
trips that I scheduled. And on one of those trips which I 
happened to go on I think it was the first time that Bob Kennedy 
met him; this was in Buffalo, New York--they played tennis on a 
Sunday morning. Then after that, he got to know Bob and the 
family rather well, and he played tennis a lot there and he 
played tennis a lot at Ted's. He was a good guy. 

Well, that was Friday, and Saturday was the announcement and 

GREENE: 

NOLAN: 

GREENE: 

NOLAN: 

California or 

GREENE: 

After that was the meeting in Edward Kennedy's 
office, a sort of strategy, organizational 
meeting. 

I didn't go to that. 

Oh. You've been placed there by some sources. 

I wasn't there. I don't remember what I did that 
afternoon. I went out to dinner that evening. It 
might have been assumed that I'd gone to 

something. 

5D 
Or maybe your assignment was clear enoughAthat 



NOLAN: 

there was no need, because I think it was 
primarily a meeting where they gave out jobs. 

Yes. I wasn't there, and I went to California the 
next morning. 

GREENE: Okay. Your primary goal, I imagine, when you 
first got to California was to set up the 
delegation. Is that correct? Was that the first 

step, or were you doing a lot of other things at the same time? 

NOLAN: A lot of other, yes. That wasn't primary. That 
was one of the early assignments and, in terms of 
substantive things, it was maybe a big one. But 

there we~e some fairly important details that we had to get into 
first. I mean, we really had to get somebody in place doing 
something. Headquarters, campaign manager, somebody to function, 
and you need two out there, you know. 

GREENE: North and south. 

NOLAN: Northern and southern, yes. So we went to the 
International Hotel and met the same crew over 
again except there were other people there, that 

being Jesse and Jack Crose [Jack C. Crose) and Frank Burns. So 
we just made twenty- five decisions in the space of an hour and a 
half or something. No real basis for making any of them, had to 
get going. 

GREENE: How did you end up with the people that you did, 
Seltzer [Art Seltzer) and Smith [Steven E. Smith) 
and King [Ray King)? Were they all Unruh's 

suggestions? 

NOLAN: 

GREENE: 

NOLAN: 

people to 
Seltzer. 

Yes. All Jess' people. 

There was no question but to go along with them? 

Well, there was a question. And they varied 
greatly. Art Seltzer is an outstanding guy, and 
if I spent six weeks in California looking for 

run a campaign, I would probably still end up with Art 
I thought very highly of him, very, very good. 

Steve Smith, or Steve Smith (West) as he was refereed to, never 
really managed to hit it off with us--not just with me, but with 
everybody who came out there. He just didn't. . . . I suppose 
he had some talents, and Jesse liked him, and he had worked in 
the organization and so on, but we didn't pick up Steve then at 
that meeting. And then he sort of drifted off into limbo, and I 
think he came back into the campaign later on or something. 



But I think the proposal was to hire Steve Smith at $2500 a month 
or something like that, and his partner . . . He was at that 
time a partner in a public relations firm. Steve Smith was maybe 
twenty-five years old or something. 

GREENE: I didn't realize he was that young. 

NOLAN: He's quite young.- - - at another $2500 a month 
and put them on the payroll and they would get 
going right away. I think he was proposed as 

campaign manager for southern California. 

GREENE: Smith, yes. That's how he was listed, by the way, 
on the campaign roster. 

NOLAN: He ended up there? I'm quite sure that this is 
true, that he was not there during the time that I 
was in California, and then I was back out there a 

few times. So for a month or so after that date in March I don't 
think he was that. He may have been inserted there later on. 
And I don't think he was all that bad, actually. I mean, I think 
it was more a matter of how fast. . . . More a matter of 
personality, how fast you pick somebody up. But at any rate, he 
was not attractive to us--not in the sense of being an attractive 
person, but in the sense of being attractive as campaign manager 
of southern California. Us ls Bill Norris [William A. Norris] 
and Dell and I, I guess, to start with. Ray King ... 

GREENE: Northern California. 

NOLAN: We bought Ray. That was a mistake. 

GREENE: The same fee? 

NOLAN: I think so, or more. 

GREENE: Were you given a lot of leeway in bargaining, as 
far as salaries went, and who you could hire 
and how much you could offer them? Was that left 

open to your judgment? 

NOLAN: 

GREENE: 

NOLAN: 

Yes. Well, open within. . . . We could make any 
decision we wanted as long as we made it within 
the next fifteen minutes or so. 

Did you try to bargain on these things, or you 
gave these guys what they asked . for? 

Some cases. No, in some cases I did. We did not 
hire Steve Smith. If he went on the payroll, it 
was. . . . 



GREENE: Later. 

NOLAN: He did not go on the payroll then or at any time 
in the next three or four weeks. If he later on 
did, that was something I did not know about. 

With .regard to Ray King, we did hire him, we did put him on the 
payroll. I forget exactly what the figure was. My recollection 
is that it was close to the figure that was suggested but short 
of it. But it was a lot of money. 

GREENE: 

NOLAN: 

GREENE: 

NOLAN: 

GREENE: 

NOLAN: 

GREENE: 

To me, that seems like a fantastic amount, $2500 a 
month. 

I know. 

Was that supposed to cover their expenses too, or 
was that strictly salary? 

Well, that was really strictly salary. There 
weren't any--or, if there were expenses, they were 
campaign expenses. 

How did King work out? 

He didn't. 

That was my impression, too. 
problem? 

What was the 

NOLAN: The problem was, he was the wrong man. He was 
nothing. It was a funny thing about· Jesse. I 
mean, Jesse had all these guys, and he had them on 

his own basis, which might have been past experience or loyalty 
to him or something. You get served up an Art Seltzer on one 
hand and a Ray King on the other. And Ray King is better looking 
than Art Seltzer. He doesn't wear a sign that says, "I'm not 
capable of running the northern California office," or anything. 
But he just didn't work out on that job. Seltzer, on the other 
hand, was very good. They were both, they both got the same kind 
of endorsement from Jesse. 

GREENE: 

NOLAN: 

GREENE: 

NOLAN: 

What were some of the other twenty-five major 
decisions that were made in that hour? Can you 
remember? 

Well, whether you--maybe I exaggerated. 

Did we take him at two-five a month? 

Twenty-five hundred, you: said. 

It may have been more than that. 



GREENE: Really? 

NOLAN: It may have been $3000 a month. I have a note 
here which would indicate that it's $3000. 

GREENE: This is now Seltzer or King? 
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NOLAN: King. It was in that range. I don't know whether 
it started at three-five and went to three, or 
whether it started at three and went to twenty

five. Maybe three was the asking price. My impression is, it 
went down. 

GREENE: This is what they asked for, and then there was a 
question of your bargaining? 

NOLAN: Yes. Well, it was, like, "I am in the public 
relations business and I have this business going. 
If I have to leave my business as consultant, I 

can't do it, you know, because I don't have any other, so this is 
what I have to have." 

Well, some of the other decisions were the headquarters in the 
two cities, Los Angeles and San Francisco. If we had been 
willing to make the decision, we just would have picked the 
headquarters that afternoon. I mean, they had like one or two or 
three, or something; there were people there to talk about the 
merits and demerits of the various headquarters. W~at we picked 
was a method to do that and a time that we were going to do it 
by. It was obviously quite a bit of urgency. 

The other thing that involved a great deal of urgency was, a 
petition started ~ ~ 4 - (Interruption) 

GREENE: Petition. 

NOLAN: Yes, I forget how you qualify in California, but I 
think it involves petitions which have to be 
signed by fourteen thousand people o'r something 

like that. So you have to get the petitions. You have to get 
them printed, and then you have to get them in the hands of the 
petition takers, and then they all have to be signed, and then 
they have to go back and they have to go to the secretary of 
state or something. So you need quite a bit of lead time. You 
have to start printing the petitions on, like, Monday or Tuesday 
if you want to get them in the hands of the. . . . And so on. 
Those kinds of decisions; orders for campaign materials, not for 
the whole campaign but just for the initial impact: buttons, 
bumper stickers, handouts, handbills, that type of thing. 

GREENE: Would that be handled back in Washington? Would 



'I I 

it be simply a question of placing orders? 

NOLAN: No, it isn't. Well, if you get a campaign that's 
real ly organized and going, by the time you shake 
it out, it's handled back in Washington. But, 

this is quick hit stuff . You know, you're there on Sunday, and 
then during the following week you're going to open a 
headquarters. If you open a headquarters, you've got to have 
something in it. I mean, you've got to have a few buttons, a few 
bumper stickers. It doesn't make too much difference what they 
are, but they've got to be red, white, and blue, and there have 
got to be some. And it takes 24 to 48 hours minimum to run these 
things off. 

GREENE: Right. 

NOLAN: So you have to decide; and that means really that 
you're just buying some small quantity, but a 
small quantity in California may mean fifty 

thousand buttons. I don't recall the figures exactly there, but 
maybe they don't make any quantity of buttons smaller than fifty 
thousand. A lot of these kinds of decisions we made right there 
Sunday afternoon. 

GREENE: What about discussion of his first trip out there, 
which was to be--what? --the middle of the month? 
I f orget the exact date. 

NOLAN: Well, we talked about it. In my earlier trip out 
there they had suggested that a type of campaign 
for California. . "It's really very simple. 

No identifica tion problem--everybody knows Bob Kennedy. No real 
persuasion problem--you know, everybody likes him. McCarthy's 
got no real support so he'll cave. So, he only has to come out 
here once or twice. You know, two trips at the most, three days 
one time, two days another time or something. Set it up big: 
big events, bam, bam, bam, a lot of impact. Then, out. The rest 
of it we'll handle." I think it was Frank Burns saying, "This is 
not an easy kind of a campaign. We've run all these campaigns 
out here, we know what goes and what doesn't go. This is sort of 
a materials campaign, you know, basic stuff. You need a lot of 
buttons, a lot of bumper stickers, and we just pack them in, set 
it up, and let it roll. It makes you wonder when this i s the 
kind of advice you're getting from the supposedly smoothest 
running, best-oiled political machine in the country . So, the 
first weekend that I was out there, you know, I was saying, "What 
should the campaign be?" And they were saying all of this, 
bumper stickers and buttons and so on . On the Sunday when we 
went back out, we did talk about the first trip out there, when 
he would first come, but not in any definitive way. As a matter 
of fact, a week later we still didn't have anything on that . A 
date h a d deve l oped -- he was going to be out at such-and-su c h a 



time and so on--but I never got to it. Jerry Bruno [Gerald J. 
Bruno) came out and put the schedule together in a matter of 
about twenty-four or forty-eight hours, sitting in a room at the 
International Hotel, calling people on the phone. 

GREENE: Was there any discussion at this point about how 
to deal with people who were already committed to 
McCarthy, people that you otherwise might have 

anticipated getting who were already listed on the McCarthy or 
the Johnson [Lyndon B. Johnson) slate? 

NOLAN: Well, I think not on Sunday. There was a great 
deal of talk about that maybe a day or so later, 
as we got into individual people, sort of in 

connection with picking a delegation. The interesting thing 
about this. . I regarded what I was doing out there as sort 
of playing off Jesse. If you're going to pick a single guy, 
there wasn't anybody better in the state of California than 
Jesse. I mean, Jesse has an awful lot: judgment, organization, 
everything. On the other hand, he doesn't have 100 percent of 
any . And particularly with a candidate like Bob Kennedy, 
not only does Jesse not have it all, but he has some very real 
disadvantages, particularly in northern California where many 
voters either don't know him or don't like him if they do know 
him, don't like what they know of him. He had in 1968 no appeal 
like that. 

There are in California a lot of very, very attractive amateurs. 
It's really much less of a party tradition in California than 
there is in many other states, with cross-filing and so on, which 
they had up until a few years before that. The party lines were 
very blurred and people who ran well out there--Earl Warren, Bill 
Knowland [William F. Knowland], Tom Kuchel [Thomas H. Kuchel], 
people in that era-- used to win both nominations by overwhelming 
. . . I don't know if Knowland ever did; Warren did. And I 
don't know whether Kuchel did or not, but, if he didn't, other 
politicians did. It wasn't Albany, New York. There are a lot of 
young people, a lot of very idealistic people. There are a lot 
of people around the schools and colleges. 

These are people that Jesse's group would refer to as "goo
goes". They were very important in a realistic sense in any 
election in California. They were very important to Bob Kennedy. 
These were in a large measure the kind of people that a .Kennedy 
campaign was created of. This was the type of voter that Fred 
Dutton, for example, aimed at and got a lot of votes for those 
people, Pat Brown [Edmund G. Brown], all of Brown's campaigns in 
California. Jesse is not without appeal to this group. Jesse is 
very intelligent. Jesse is capable of talking, very 
attractively, to what you might call thinking voters. He's good 
at it. ( 



73 

GREENE: Are you thinking now of [California Democratic 
council] types? A 

NOLAN: CDC is a part of that, but only one part of a 
whole spectrum of voters. I'm really thinking of 
nonorganizational types, away from the Jesses and 

the Carmen Warshaws and the Wymans (Eugene L. Wyman] and all the 
working pols, pros. Amateurs is, I suppose, the best term to 
describe these people in the California context. 

Well, I got a lot of my advice about them from a fellow named 
Bill Norris. Bill Norris is a lawyer in California; he was a law 
clerk at the [United States] Supreme Court when I was. He was a 
member of the Board of Education of the State of California at 
one time, and now he's a member of the board of California state 
colleges or something like that. He was the campaign manager for 
a woman named Ru~dBrown (Rudd owen Brown) who ran for Congress a 
couple of times, the 23rd (Congressional) district, I think, in 
California. Her husband (Harrison S. Brown) is a very well
known nuclear physicist at Cal Tech (California Institute of 
Technology]. 

Bill was great for the non-Jesse side of California politics . He 
was very active,knew everybody, and everybody knew him. Jesse 
knew him and liked him, welcomed him at first. After we got into 
the particular decisions about the delegation, he became 
estranged from them . I mean, that's the way the issues were 
drawn. But Bill was very good at providing insights into that 
side of the California electorate. He met us out there, he was 
with us all the time; he left his law practice temporarily and 
was in on all the meetings and everything. He was always 
available for consultation. 

GREENE: At this meeting was there any discussion by Unruh 
or his people of things that they wanted, demands 
that they made and certain authority that they 

asked for? Any stipulations about how many Kennedy people could 
come out, and where they could be put, and what the working 
relationship would be? 

NOLAN: Oh, no, no. They wanted Kennedy people. 

GREENE: They did? 

NOLAN: They wanted Kennedy people. That was fine. I 
don't know if they wanted a lot of them, but they 
wanted Steve Smith. We used to joke about that. 

When I first went out there they said, "Now, this is big. This 
is a really important thing, and we've got to have somebody. We 
met all these problems in 1960 and Jesse and Tom Braden [Thomas 
W. Braden] and all that, and we've got to have somebody out here 
who's got some real authority. We really need Steve." Steve, or 



I think they said, Frank Mankiewicz. "We've really got to have 
somebody of that kind of stature." And I carried that back 
verbatim. So then when I came back out, they said, "Gee, we told 
you what we needed, and we needed either Steve Smith or Frank 
Mankiewicz, and we get you." We had a lot of fun with that. 

But they definitely wanted that, and they really didn't object to 
any Kennedy people or eastern people. It wasn't that kind of 
thing. What they objected to was the guy who had not been all 
the way with Jesse the last time he and Pat Brown collided on 
some state issue, which may have been six years ago or something 
like that, with regard to this particular guy. But they play a 
hard, serious game out there. The guy could be most attractive. 
He could be Clark Kerr or Summerskill [John Summerskill] or 
somebody like that, but if he had crossed them or been on the 
other side of them or something, he was absolutely verboten. And 
if he hadn't, he was a nonentity, you see, a no . What do 
you want those kind of people for? They don't do anything for 
you. 

GREENE: Is this now talking about the delegation or just 
in general bringing the people in . . . 

NOLAN: It's in general. It comes into sharper focus in 
the delegation than anywhere else. But it also 
comes into focus every time you meet an attractive 

guy and you say, "Oh, he ought to have a job in the campaign. He 
o~kt"to have something. " 

But campaigns are based on inclusiveness rather than 
exclusiveness. I mean, you've got to pull people into campaigns, 
and if you get two people who really can't get along with each 
other and they're both for you, you've got to put one here and 
one back there. So all of the problems with Jesse were these 
kinds of problems. You know, "What in the hell is he doing 
here?" "Who let her into the head . . 11 You know. And more so 
later. In the beginning it was fairly tactful, but .. 

GREENE: 

NOLAN: 

It got nasty? 

. it got more direct later. Not nasty really, 
but strong. 

GREENE: What about overlapping? Was there any problem of 
that, both at the . . . Leaders overlapping and 
organizations overlapping because you were kind of 

imposing a Kennedy structure on top of an Unruh structure? 

NOLAN: Well, there was no problem of overlapping at that 
time. There was nobody out there but me. 

GREENE: But in discussing bringing people in. Was he 



concerned about that? 

NOLAN: Oh, no. And we weren't either. I mean, we 
didn't. I used to talk to Washington once a 
day, and then maybe Joe Dolan (Joseph F. Dolan] 

would call me, or I'd catch Dutton, or I'd talk for two minutes 
with Bob Kennedy about something really important like whether he 
was going to have a fundraiser at Pierre's house or not. But, 
no, the problem was not enough bodies rather than too many. 
There was no duplication. There was nobody there but us 
chickens. 

GREENE: Well, could we talk about that then later on as it 
developed. Did that become a big problem with 
Unruh? 

NOLAN: I don't think so. I don't know very much about 
it. You could talk to Steve about it and John 
Seigenthaler, people like that. I don't know. I 

was out there a couple of times later on in the campaign, but I 
really don't know that much about it. 

GREENE: Was there any talk at this meeting about operating 
in the ghettos? I had heard that Unruh's basic 
idea was to run a strictly mail campaign where you 

had a regular party structure with precinct leaders and 
everything else, but that it was all done by mail. They didn't 
want to put any personnel into the black or Mexican areas at all, 
particularly the black areas. Was that made clear at this 
meeting or at a later discussion that you remember? 

NOLAN: Well, not as such, not quite in the terms that you 
stated. Their attitude toward both Chicano votes 
and black votes is that, a, there aren't very many 

of them. The ones that there are, you can buy usually, but 
you've got to buy them at the right time because it's hard to 
hang on to them. It's a small problem, it's not very important. 
It's relatively simple. You know, all you do is talk to Merv 
Dymally (Mervyn M. Dymally] or you get the Chicano guy in and. 

'' In that sense, there's great similarity between that 
organization and Albany, New York. To some extent, this, as a 
view, is more strongly held by people around Jesse rather than 
Jesse himself. 

GREENE: Burns, particularly? 

NOLAN: Yes, Burns is really a straight-line organization 
politician. Frank Burns is an interchangeable 
part. You could drop him in Bridgeport, Albany, 

Cleveland, Los Angles. I mean, there are a hundred and twenty
five fellows like Frank Burns who are professional politicians. 



GREENE: Would you argue with them about this, or did you 
just kind of let it go by . 

NOLAN: Well, you see. . No, I wouldn't argue with 
them about the broad range of the campaign because 
it was miles away. Where it came up was in the 

scheduling. We just did all the scheduling ourselves and it 
didn't come up at this time. It came up in the delegation, but 
they were all right on that. I mean, they wanted a 
"representative del egation" in that sense. 

GREENE: You're out of time? 

NOLAN: Yes. Sorry. 
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